
DEADLY OR DESTRUCTIVE TSUNAMIS IN HAWAI`I 
 
DATE SOURCE DEATHS* WHERE Run-up** REMARKS 

1837 Earthquake in Chile 16 Hawaiian islands 6 m / 19.6 ft 14 deaths on the Big Island and 2 on 
Maui. 

1868 Earthquake off the 
Big Island 47 Big Island 13.7 m / 45 ft 

The earthquake also caused a landslide 
in Pahala that killed 37 bringing total 
deaths to 79. 

1877 Earthquake in Chile 5 Hilo 4.8 m / 16 ft Also 17 injured in Hilo. 

1923 Kamchatka 
earthquake 1 Hilo 6.1 m / 20 ft 

Others may have been killed (up to 12 
others) and extensive damage occurred 
in Hilo and Kahului. 

1933 Earthquake in Japan 1,600 Japan 3.3 m / 10.8 
ft 

No deaths in Hawaii but 17 feet waves 
were reported at Napoopoo. 

1946 Earthquake in 
Aleutian islands 159 

Mostly in Hilo (96) 
but also Kauai (15), 

Maui (14), & Oahu (9) 

16.4 m /   
53.8 ft 

The largest natural disaster recorded to 
have occurred in Hawaii. 

1952 Kamchatka 
earthquake 0 Hawaiian islands 9.1 m / 29.9 

ft 
Damage occurred on Kauai, Maui, 
Oahu, and in Hilo. 

1957 Earthquake in the 
Aleutian islands 0 Hawaiian islands 16.12 m / 

52.8 ft Caused extensive damage on Kauai. 

1960 Earthquake in Chile 61 Hawaiian islands 10.7 m /   
35.1 ft 

Over 1,000 people died in Chile, Japan, 
The Philippines, and Hawaii. 

1964 Earthquake in 
Alaska 0 Hawaiian islands 4.9 m / 16.1 

ft 

106 people died in Alaska and 16 died 
on the North American coast.  Damage 
occurred in Hilo and Kahului. 

1975 Earthquake off the 
Big Island 2 Halape 14.3 m / 47 ft 19 others were injured. 

 
* For more details see Doak C. Cox, “Tsunami Casualties and Mortality in Hawaii”, University of Hawaii, Environmental Center, 
June 1987. 
**Maximum run-up is the greatest height the tsunami was found to reach above the normal shore.  The measurements listed are for the 
highest run-up recorded anywhere in Hawaii for that event (listed in meters and feet).  


